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1 Traverser la nuit

ZHANG HUAN
(China, 1965)
Family Tree, New York, USA, 2000

* Discover all the NEW WORDS at the end of this booklet.

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE NIGHT 

Traverser la nuit. Works From the Antoine de Galbert Collection is 
an exhibition designed by the French curator* Noëlig Le Roux, 
who envisaged a set of artworks created by 85 artists of our 
time, organised within the idea of crossing or going through the 
night, a source of inspiration for many artists.

The idea of making an exhibition on the theme of the night 
arose from the history and function of the factory where we are, 
the Central Tejo, an old power station that produced electricity 
to light the entire city from Lisbon to Santarém.

Come and find out how the night can be explored in art 
and how new images, ideas, and feelings can awaken from this 
experience.

The title Traverser la nuit can be translated as “crossing  
the night”.

In the ENLIGHT THE NIGHT room, which means when the 
night begins and darkness sets in, we find several works of 
art made from common objects and materials, such as light 
bulbs, electric wires, cardboard, among others. These works are 
reminiscent of the artistic movement called Arte Povera, which 
was characterised by the use of poor and common everyday 
materials that are not usually considered of great value.

 Search 

The word and the image are two themes explored by artist 
Zhang Huan and this work unites the two! By writing on his face 
the history of all his family members as if it were a family tree, 
the accumulation of many stories resulted in a uniform smudge 
of ink.
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 Imagine and  Draw 
Just as the artist thought about his 
family members, the challenge we 
have for you is to write the names of 
all your family members on this form. 
Are you left with any blank spaces?

The NIGHT´S VEHICLES room

 Find
This tile panel represents a strange world. It seems born from  
a dream, where reality and imagination are hand in hand. 
Observe what is happening here.

 Identify

From the original:
HERVÉ DI ROSA
(France, 1959)
Panorama nocturne [Nocturnal panorama], 2022

a cb d e

Like a puzzle, a tile panel is made up of several pieces.  
Match these pieces to the blank spaces.



3 Traverser la nuit

French artist who works with the appropriation of objects 
and materials from our everyday life. But these elements are 
presented in a broken and deconstructed way.

 Answer 
This sculpture is made of eight curved neon elements and can be 
presented in different ways.  The inspiration is based on a single 
geometric shape. Which one do you think it is?

ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE NIGHT room

Night is the place of imagination, dreams, and fantasy. But we 
also associate the dark and the shadows to nightmares, which 
fortunately disappear in the morning.

 Search 

FRANÇOIS MORELLET
(France, 1926–2016)
Lamentable [Regretable], 2006

 Find

JOHN ISAACS
(United Kingdom, 1968)
In Advance of the Institution, 1996
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With his hyperrealistic sculptures, John Isaacs casts doubt on 
whether things are real. They look real but never cease to be 
representations of reality, like the body of this sculpture, which 
has the same measurements as the artist’s body.

 Observe and  Draw 
What is your favourite vegetable? Draw a sculpture that is half 
human – half vegetable. 

 Going up the stairs
NIGHT’S CASTAWAYS room

In an attempt to have a better life, or in the fight for freedom, 
many people in the world venture into strange territories, where 
they face various difficulties and danger is always lurking. In this 
room, we will observe these journeys and the challenges that 
many human beings face.

 Search

DIDIER FAUSTINO
(France, 1968)
Body in Transit, 2000

The journey and its influences are subjects in the work  
of this Portuguese-French artist. The human body is also  
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in constant movement. It is transformed by the passing of time 
and also by the movement between places and borders. We all are 
transiting bodies.

 Imagine and  Draw 
What if this sculpture was a suitcase to carry us? What would be 
the best position to put ourselves in? Draw that position in the 
suitcase.

Go downstairs and enter the BETWEEN DOG AND WOLF room.

The phrase “between dog and wolf” is a popular French expression 
that expresses the “moment of dawn”, when the first rays of 
sunlight invade the darkness, revealing the surface of things in a 
still diffuse way... In these rooms, we can observe different artistic 
sound and video installations where we must keep our senses alert 
in order to see carefully what is happening... because with the lack 
of natural light, reality is transformed, it is as if we were blind and 
have a harder time seeing things. In this room, the artists also 
placed “obstacles” to our sight...

 Search 

EUGÈNE LEROY
(France, 1910–2000)
La grande terrible [The great terrible], 1991
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Eugéne Leroy was a French artist who became known for making 
paintings with many different coloured paints that build up so 
much on the canvas that they add volume!

 Observe and  Identify  
At first glance, we can’t identify anything, but the artist  
started by representing figures... Can you identify the figure(s) 
in this painting? When you recognise something, make a blind 
drawing, that is, close your eyes, imagine the figure and draw 
without looking!

SCULPTURES OF THE NIGHT room

In this very dark room, there is a light sculpture that can  
only be observed and only exists in this game of light, shadow, 
and artificial smoke. You can even walk through it! Try it.

 Find

ANTHONY MCCALL
(United Kingdom, 1946)
Meeting you Halfway II, 2009

Anthony McCall’s work plays with our eyes. To find out what 
is being projected in his videos, we have to spend some time 
watching carefully.
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 Action 
The title of the work means: meeting you halfway. Step 1: step 
into the cone of light and, as part of the ellipse, you will discover 
how the shadow of your body can take on different sizes! 

NIGHT’S DREAM room

What is it like to dream the night? In a connection between 
dreaming and the stars and constellations space, here we find  
a set of painting, photography, and sculpture works.

 Search 

THOMAS RUFF
(Germany, 1958)
Sterne, 17h51m / -18° [Stars, 17h51m / -18°], 1990

Thomas Ruff, an artist from the artistic movement called New 
Objectivity, reminds us in his photographs that these images are 
representations of the world and a personal look at the reality 
we live in, they are like scenarios. The image we see in this 
photograph is the light from countless stars in our galaxy. This 
light travelled thousands of kilometres through space before it 
was captured by the artist. This journey took so long that several 
of the stars you see in the image no longer exist today.

 Memory and  Write 
In the picture we see stars in space. But there are other celestial 
bodies in this vast universe. Write down the names of all those 
that you can think of.
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Go back to the starting room by the main door, go downstairs 
and find the room THE HEART. This is an organ of our body 
and also the place where we “store” our emotions and feelings. 
In this room, we find works of art where artists use their own 
body as work, as you can see in the photographs by Jorge Molder 
or Arnulf Rainer.

 Search

ANNETTE MESSAGER
(France, 1943)
Coeur au repos [Heart at rest], 2009

Annette Messager is a French artist who uses materials from 
our everyday life to make sculptures that talk about life. In this 
photograph of her work entitled “Heart at Rest”, we see fishing 
nets that form a heart and in this image we can imagine stories 
of fishermen and the sea.

 Observe and  Write 
When you think of the heart, what words, colours, ideas, and 
feelings pop into your mind? Write all those words around the 
word “heart” and in the direction of the line.

Heart



9 Traverser la nuit

Works of art, just like dreams, do not reveal only one answer to 
us, but infinite possibilities. In this exhibition, we crossed over 
to the dawn and found out how the night can be the stage for 
adventures full of dangers, mysteries and unique experiences 
and how the dark can also be a place of rest, fantasy, and 
imagination.

After this adventure through the night and the work of 
different artists, have you got ideas and imagination for new 
dreams and futures?

New words 

APPROPRIATION – the action of taking an idea or an object 
that belongs to another person, transforming it and making it 
something of one’s own.

ARTE POVERA – Italian term meaning poor. It was an artistic 
current developed in Italy in the 1970s by artists such as 
Giovanni Anselmo, who questioned the value of things by using 
ordinary objects and materials in their work.

ARTISTIC MOVEMENT – is the name given to a set of 
common ideas shared by artists, who sometimes sign a text/
manifesto defending their ideals.

CELESTIAL BODIES – are any body found in space, from  
a small debris to a comet, or even a planet or a star.

COLLECTION – is the name given to a group of objects 
that share a common theme or over which a relationship is 
established. There are various types of collections: toys, cars, 
jewellery, or works of art, for example.

CROSSING – is the action/movement of going through or 
connecting one side or place to another, be it a region, a river,  
or a sea.

CURATOR – is the person responsible for the idea of the 
exhibition, for selecting the objects, artists, and artworks  
to present, and for the way the exhibition is organised.

DECONSTRUCT – taking something or an idea apart or 
dismantling it into parts in order to better understand and 
question it.
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DIFFUSE – is something that is not fully defined or delimited. 
Like a photographic image with people in motion or even a 
landscape with fog, diffuse is something that is difficult for us  
to identify with certainty or to be sure of its outline.

ELLIPSE – is a regular geometric shape, a closed curved line in 
which the opposite points are the same distance apart. An egg, 
for example, is shaped like an ellipse.

FAMILY TREE – is an image representation that shows  
the relationship of and the current members and ancestors of  
a family, distributing and representing them on the branches  
of a tree.

GALAXY – a very large set or system of stars, dust, dust, gases, 
dark matter and other bodies that are in space. The Milky Way 
is the galaxy we live in.

HYPERREALISM – Art movement defined by the creation  
of images so realistic that at first glance they appear to be “real”,  
as in a photograph.

NEW OBJECTIVITY – Art movement led by the artist couple 
Hilla and Bernd Becher, who revealed that photography is 
not reality itself, but a representation of reality, therefore an 
illusion, by creating very realistic and documentary images 
(with actual, true information) or proof.

PORTUGUESE-FRENCH – it means that a person has double 
nationality, and is a Portuguese and a French citizen (as in the 
case of the artist Didier Faustino, who was born in France but 
has Portuguese parents).

TILE – is a glazed ceramic piece, usually square in shape, that  
is used to cover the surface/wall of a building or room of a house.

TRANSITING BODIES – is an action or state of  
non-permanence. Something that is always in movement,  
such as the planet Earth.

UNIFORM – is something that has only one form or 
appearance, and is similar or always the same, without variation.
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